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the boys appeared proudly decorated with my cap! He evidently thinks it very fine, as he has worn it ever since, and is so pleased with his adornment that we have not had the heart to interfere.
The new house is now very nearly done, so far, at least, as the main building work is concerned. The fine hall will be a delightful place, 48 feet long by 38 feet wide; at first only the under part of the stair was to be open, but now it is to be open all the way up, and the effect will be very good. In spite of much yet to be done, the rooms will soon be usable; and Belle is determined * fither or no*' to move in from Pineapple Cottage before the rains fairly begin, so as to avoid the soaking that even that very short journey frequently entails.
December 29.
HRISTMAS past, and the New Year very close at hand! And my packing still not half done!! I had to go to Apia one day, and was decidedly the worse of my excursion; could not sleep for coughing, and felt miserably ill and weak. We sent to the doctor for medicine, which Lou has already had and liked, and it relieved me greatly; but it is very annoying to be so ill and useless just when I am starting home, and have so much to do. If I had only started in November, as I first intended, I should have been all right.